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WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
JULY 3 – 9, 2015 

 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

 

LAWRENCE BROWNLEE, TENOR 
Ferguson Center for the Arts 

July 5; 8 p.m. 

The most in-demand American tenor in the world in the bel canto repertoire, Lawrence Brownlee 

continues to astonish audiences with the elegance and agility of his instrument. From firmly 

American roots, Mr. Brownlee has become a star on the international scene, lauded for the 

seemingly effortless beauty of his voice. He has been featured in nearly every major theater in 

the world and enjoys a relationship with many prominent conductors and symphony orchestras. 

Operatic highlights of Mr. Brownlee’s career include: La Cenerentola in Milan, Houston, 

Philadelphia, and the Metropolitan Opera; L’italiana in Algeri in Milan, Dresden, Boston, 

Houston, and Seattle; and I Puritani in Washington, Seattle, and the Metropolitan Opera. 

1 Avenue of the Arts, 757-594-8752, www.fergusoncenter.org.  

 

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT NEWPORT NEWS ATTRACTIONS 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT ADVENTURES: PATRIOTIC STORIES  
Newport News Park  

July 3; 8 p.m. 

Meet a park naturalist and discover facts about some of the park’s natural and historical features. 

13560 Jefferson Avenue, 757-886-7916, www.nnparks.com.  

 

4
TH

 OF JULY STARS IN THE SKY 
Victory Landing Park  

July 4; 7 p.m. 

Celebrate the 4th along the banks of the James River! Enjoy live entertainment, children’s rides 

and activities, food vendors, followed by fireworks lighting up the sky at 9:30 p.m.  23rd street, 

757-926-1400, www.nnparks.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fergusoncenter.org/
http://www.nnparks.com/
http://www.nnparks.com/


CAMPIN’ KIDS: TURTLE TALK  

NEWPORT NEWS PARK  
July 4; 4 p.m. 

Meet at the Campsite Activity Building for a variety of fun afternoon activities lead by a park 

naturalist. 13560 Jefferson Avenue, 757-888-3333, www.nnparks.com.  

 

HAYRIDES 
Newport news Park  

July 4; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

Enjoy park interpretation and discussion on this 40 minute ride through the campground 

and bikeway. Complimentary tickets are available at the Campsite Office 30 minutes prior 

to each ride. Space is limited. All participants must be present to receive a ticket. 13560 Jefferson 

Avenue, 757-888-3333, www.nnparks.com.  

 

SPIRIT OF AMERICA 
Virginia Living Museum 

July 4 

Raining outside? Can’t stand the mosquitoes? All the good viewing spots taken? No worries! 

Come enjoy the most amazing 4th of July laser displays in the Virginia Living Museum’s nice 

cool theater with this patriotic laser show! “Spirit of America” mixes great patriotic music with 

America-inspired rock & roll and songs that have defined American music. Rock on to great 

artists like John Fogerty, Garth Brooks, Lee Greenwood and so many, many more. 

Recommended for ages 6 and up. 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 p.m. VLM members $3, non-members $6.  

524 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  

 

BIRD WALK 
Newport News Park  

July 5; 7 a.m. 

Join the Hampton Roads Bird Club as they monitor the bird population of Newport News Park. 

Meet at Picnic Area 1 for some early morning birding. Be prepared to car pool to different areas 

of the park. Beginners are welcome. Binoculars and field guides are recommended. 13560 

Jefferson Avenue, 757-886-7919, www.nnparks.com.  

 

SHARK SECRETS WEEK 
Virginia Living Museum  

July 5 – 11 

Swim, paddle, wade or sail on in to the Virginia Living Museum during this fun-filled week to 

encounter sharks the VLM way. Each Day we’ll feature special sharky crafts, activities and 

displays that will put a toothy grin on your face. Learn more about these amazing animals and 

their relatives, and about the important work being done to preserve their populations and 

habitats.  On Saturday July 11, there will be even more “shark-world connections.” for you and 

your family to enjoy. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Included in museum admission. 524 J. Clyde Morris 

Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  

 

MARITIME MONDAYS 
The Mariners’ Museum 

July 6; 10 a.m.  

Join us for engaging learning activities for children ages 18 months through 5
th

 grade. 100 

Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, www.marinersmuseum.org.  
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VIRGINIA HEALTH SERVICES SUMMER CONCERT SERIES AT PORT WARWICK: 

KASEY RAE MEEKS  
Port Warwick  

July 8; 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Enjoy the summer night air on Styron Square listening to the area’s best music. The concerts are 

free and all are welcome! Bring your own lawn chairs (no tents), blankets, food and drink – beer 

and wine allowed, or enjoy the music from one of  Port Warwick restaurant patios. Loftis 

Bouelvard, 757-223-0284, www.liveonthesquare.org 

 

ART + WORDS POETRY NIGHT 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

July 9; 6 p.m. 
PFAC's monthly celebration of spoken word welcomes Michal Mahgerefteh as its featured reader 

for July. Mahgerefteh hails from Israel, but has called Virginia home since 1986. She's authored 

four poetry collections. Poets are invited to share original or favorite poems during the open mic 

portion of the evening. Art + Words is offered on the second Thursday of every month. 101 

Museum Drive, 757-596-8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

FARMERS MARKET 
City Center at Oyster Point 

July 9; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Enjoy a selection of locally grown fruits, vegetables, seafood, plants, herbs, baked goods, free 

range chickens, pork, bison, bath products, fresh bread and dog treats.  

Dairy products: cheese, goat's cheese, milk, bath products, fresh bread and eggs. Mariners Row 

Market Stage, 757-873-2020, www.citycenteratoysterpoint.com.  

 

THURSDAYS BY THE LAKE: KARNIVALE  
The Mariners’ Museum 

July 9; 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Bring a blanket or favorite chair and enjoy live music by some of the area’s hottest bands on the 

banks of Lake Maury. 100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, www.marinersmuseum.org.  

 

DOLPHINS AND WHALES: TRIBES OF THE OCEANS 3D 
The Mariners’ Museum 

Continuing through July 3 

100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, www.marinersemuseum.org.  

 

MID-SUMMER PLANETARIUM SHOWS 
Virginia Living Museum  

Continuing through July 31 

Choose among four shows in the Virginia Living Museum’s Abbitt Planetarium. Kids can learn 

about weather on the planets in “Zula Patrol” at 11:30 a.m. Explore the mysterious world of the 

former smallest planet in “The Pluto Show” at 12:30 p.m. A staff astronomer takes a tour of the 

current night sky in “Virginia Skies” at 1:30 p.m. Discover the wonder of amphibians living in 

our backyards in “Noisy Neighbors: A Frog Story” at 2:30 p.m. “Spirit of America” celebrates 

America with great patriotic music paired with lasers at 3:30 p.m. The planetarium is open every 

day. Tickets are $4 plus museum admission. 524 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, 

www.thevlm.org.  
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AMAZING ANIMALS LIVE 
Virginia Living Museum 

Continuing through September 7, 2015 

Make your summertime visit to the Virginia Living Museum even wilder by attending a live 

animal program. Meet and greet a selection of nature’s most fascinating wild creatures – some 

native to Virginia, some not. Learn about how and what they eat, how they protect themselves, 

how they interact with their habitats – and more. Presented at 11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m. in the 

lobby of the Wason Education Center. Included in museum admission. 

 

COFFEE: THE WORLD IN YOUR CUP 
The Mariners’ Museum 

Continuing through September 7  

Coffee is the world’s most popular beverage behind water. But the story of this common 

commodity has a complex history that is not well-known. That is, until you visit The Mariners’ 

Museum.  From the plant to your mug, explore the world’s most popular beverage shipped by 

sea. Guests can see the evolution of coffee, from its origins in Ethiopia, to the hand-picked coffee 

berries in Costa Rica, all the way to roasting centers across the globe. Try to tug a 125-pound 

coffee sack, smell the unique coffee aroma we all know and love, and discover how coffee 

affects cultures, economies and habitats around the world. 100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, 

www.marinersmuseum.org.  

 

FROGS: A CHORUS OF COLORS 
Virginia Living Museum 

Continuing through September 7 

Explore TOAD-ally cool creatures and get eyeball to eyeball with live frogs from around the 

world! View more than 70 live frogs from across the globe, complete with their noisy croaks, 

yaps, chirps, whoops, snores and whistles, all housed in detailed habitats with rock ledges, live 

plants and waterfalls. Interactive games and displays help visitors of all ages have fun while 

exploring frogs’ biology and natural history, the roles they play in human cultures, their 

importance to ecosystems and the perils they face in a changing environment. 524 J. Clyde 

Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTE: This calendar was compiled based on information submitted to the Newport News Tourism Development Office by the 

Newport News tourism industry. All events are subject to cancellation and date and time changes. Attraction operating hours, as 

well as admission and event fees, are subject to change without notice. Please contact event planners directly to confirm 

information. Additional Newport News events can be found online at www.newport-news.org. 
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